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The English Section

Women of the revolution.

==

Egyptian women describe the spirit of Tahrir
and their hope that the equality they found there will live on.

When 26-year-old Asmaa Mahfouz wrote on Facebook that she was going to Cairo's Tahrir Square and
urged all those who wanted to save the country to join her, the founding member of the April 6 Youth
Movement was hoping to seize the moment as Tunisians showed that it was possible for a popular
uprising to defeat a dictator.

Egyptian women, just like men, took up the call to 'hope’. Here they describe the spirit of Tahrir - the
camaraderie and equality they experienced - and their hope that the model of democracy established there
will be carried forward as Egyptians shape a new political and social landscape

Mona Seif, 24, researcher
{ The daughter of a political activist who was imprisoned at the time of her birth and the sister of a blogger
) who was jailed by the Mubarak regime, Mona Seif says nothing could have prepared her for the scale and
intensity of the protests.
I didn't think it was going to be a revolution. I thought if we could [mobilise] a couple of thousand people
¢ then that would be great.

¢ | was angry about the corruption in the country, [about the death of] Khaled Said and the torture of those

) suspected but never convicted [of being behind] the Alexandria Coptic church [bombing]. On the night

t later dubbed 'the battle of the camels' when pro-Mubarak thugs attacked us, | was terrified. | thought they

¢ were going to shoot us all and get it over with. The turning point for me was when | saw the number of
people ready to face death for their beliefs.

) Salma El Tarzi, 33, filmmaker

f While in Tahrir we were all receiving threatening calls telling us that if we didn’t vacate the square we

¢ would be hunted and killed. But we didn't care at that point. We were at the point of no return. Tahrir
Square became our mini model of how democracy should be. Living there was not easy. We would use a
! nearby mosque and I would go to a friend’s house every now and then to wash.

h 1 was one of many women, young and old, there. We were as active as the men. Some acted as nurses and
¢ looked after the wounded during the battles; others were simply helping with distributing water. But there
were a great number of women that were on the front line hurling stones at the police and pro-Mubarak

U thugs.

v The duties in the square were divided. We were very organised. Something changed in the dynamic

) between men and women in Tahrir. When the men saw that women were fighting in the front line that

{ changed their perception of us and we were all united. We were all Egyptians now.

¢ The general view of women changed for many. Not a single case of sexual harassment happened during

U the protests up until the last day when Mubarak stepped down. That is a big change for Egypt. Before
January 25 | didn't have faith that my voice could be heard. I didn't feel like I was in control of my future.
The metaphor used by Mubarak that he was our father and we were his children made us feel as though
we lacked any motivation.
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